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Cocos Island is a little island in the Pacific

Ocean. No one lives there, and even today,

it is difficult to reach. The boat from Costa

Rica, the nearest country, can take more

than two days to reach the isolated spot. 

The island has only two bays. The rest of

the coastline is rimmed by sheer cliffs that

drop straight into the sea.

One of the bays
on Cocos Island
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Cocos Island is hot. Thick, blinding rain

falls every day. In fact, the entire island is

covered with a lush tropical rain forest. 

It’s no wonder that many pirates in the

seventeenth and eighteenth centuries

thought Cocos Island was the ideal place to

bury their treasure.

Waterfall on Cocos Island
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To: John Hawker

27 Ballards Lane

Peckham, England

September 22, 1821

Dear Cousin,

I am writing this letter from a Spanish

prison. As you know, I left home to go to

sea earlier this year. I went from ship to

ship, begging for work. No one would hire

me, but at last my sour luck turned. 
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