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Introduction

I am English, but my wife is from South
America. [ am writing this in our house in
Brazil, where I am fortunate enough to

spend a great deal of time.

Brazil has its share of problems.
every country has its problems, and Bra
a magical, exciting place to Ii
I was talking to a taxi

»

med “Cartola,
which translates as
Top Hat!




One of the nany
shantyfowns rthot Brozdians
coll favelos,” overlooking
Rio de Janeiro

I will not relate much
now. You can read the

out about Cartola’s li ay that life was
y

a bumpy ride for he managed to
make some
rts. He died more

ut his name lives on.

inspire millio

happiness

I™"1s an imaginative piece of writing.
ied to put myself into Cartola’s shoes
ell the story of a few months of his life

a

when he was young.
I hope it comes close to the story that he
might have told...

&



CHAPTER

o
Vot e

My friend, when life is good,

1l
be good forever. I recall si 0 eps of
n I was eleven
19. I could hear
aby sister. The
oftops of Rio de
as if the whole world
le did I know that
ife was going to go terribly
end of the day.

u what happened. First, though,

our house one after

years old. It was
Mom inside sin
sun was gli
Janeiro, and
were 111
everyt

ng

ifyou can picture me sitting there,
g in the warmth of a Brazilian
afternoon. I was wearing shiny two-tone
shoes, a linen suit, a checked shirt, a dark tie
with white dots, and a brand-new hat.

@
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